






Athletics 
University of Louisville fans in particular took an automatic liking to the new home 
for their men’s and women’s basketball teams, showing up in droves and consistently 
breaking attendance records. The University of Louisville men’s basketball ranked third 
in the country by the NCAA for attendance at the men’s basketball games, averaging 
more than 21,000 people. The University of Louisville women’s basketball ranked second 
in the country for average attendance. With men’s and women’s records combined, the 
teams won 33 out of the 36 games played at the arena during the 2010-11 season. The 
University of Louisville Volleyball team also made the arena their new home in 2011. UFC 
and WWE brought their ultimate fighters and pro-wrestlers to the KFC Yum! Center to 
demonstrate their athletic ability and provide fans with a long-lasting adrenaline rush. 
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Kentucky State Fair
Despite a challenging economic climate, the 2011 Kentucky State Fair beat the odds 
and continued to draw large crowds. The official total for the fair was 605,565, keeping 
attendance above 600,000 for the third consecutive year and up from last year’s 
count of 602,897 attendees. The unique, family-friendly, 11-day festival celebrating 
local and statewide heritage gives far more to the commonwealth than merely blue 
ribbon competition, concerts, special exhibits and carnival rides. It is a showcase for 
Kentucky’s finest products, businesses, entertainment, and, most importantly, people. 
It continues to garner the financial strength and public support it needs to stand out as 
one of the most anticipated summer attractions in the commonwealth as it generated 
approximately $16.5 million in economic impact. These assets make it possible for the 
fair to feature new competitions and entertainment while nurturing its core concepts, 
including education, agriculture and music showcase.
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kentucky state fair
by the numbers

concertgoers attended the 
four evening Main Stage 
Concerts, up33% from 2010.

44,010

entries were submitted in 

30 different competitive 
entry departments.

57,919
worth of Thrillway 
tickets were sold.$986,275

raised during the live 4-H & FFA Sale  
of Champions auction, the record  
sum raised in its 32-year history.

$139,500

students and teachers visited the fair to learn 
core content in Civil War and agriculture.10,009

earned in  
sponsorship revenue. $632,465

impressions on the Kentucky State Fair Facebook page during 
the 11-day fair – available at facebook.com/kystatefair.805,610

pounds of pumpkin took home first 
place in the second annual Kentucky 
State Fair Largest Pumpkin Contest.

1,046

vision screenings were facilitated 
in the Health Horizons area to 
encourage healthy living.

5,166 hearing screenings were facilitated 
in the Health Horizons area to 
encourage healthy living.

2,385



National Farm Machinery Show
As the National Farm Machinery Show celebrated its 46th anniversary in 2011, it’s easy 
to identify just how far the show has come since its inception in 1965. Now recognized 
as the largest indoor farm show in America, it fills the entire Kentucky Exposition Center 
with more than 850 exhibitors, offers attendees expansive product comparisons, 
brings an estimated economic impact of $21.5 million to the Louisville area and 
provides expert agribusiness advice all under a single roof. As strong companies such 
as Bobcat and John Deere, Massey Ferguson and Kubota, Case IH and New Holland 
have weathered the economic storm to roll out new equipment, the National Farm 
Machinery Show follows suit by replicating success year after year. In 2011, 302,424 
agricultural professionals, farmers and exhibitors participated in the nation’s largest 
indoor ag trade show, making it the 16th consecutive year that the show attracted 
more than 280,000 attendees. 
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national farm machinery show

exhibitors filled 1.2 million square feet of indoor 
exhibit space including delegations from 
Argentina, Canada, Italy, Germany and England, 
resulting in nearly10% more contract 

revenue.

853

in ticket sales, leading to 
a one percent increase in 
tractor pull revenue.

$2,260,o00candidates vying for the Commissioner of Agriculture 
debated during a forum held during the show.5

miles between Louisville and Medicine Hat, Canada, 
hometown of tractor pull driver Adrian Hunter.1,800

pounds of donated food collected for the Weeding Out Hunger™ 
food drive by Syngenta, the Championship Tractor Pull’s title sponsor.150

fans on the official National Farm Machinery Show Facebook 
page – available at facebook.com/nationalfarmmachineryshow.10,501

seminars given by industry professionals ranging from 
marketing practices for farmers to fine-tuning crop 
production skills and risk assessment/management. 
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North American International Livestock Exposition
Since the show’s origin in Louisville in 1974, the North American International Livestock 
Exposition has grown into the world’s largest purebred livestock show, integrating 
world-renowned sales, cattle auctions and numerous programs for youth and 
collegiate farmers. More than 140 shows, sales and breed meetings solidify the show’s 
prominence and its mark on Kentucky and surrounding areas with an economic impact 
of more than $11.6 million. In 2011, the nationally-recognized livestock exposition broke 
its record with 24,685 entries, up more than 12 percent from last year. 

by the numbers
beef cattle registered, making it the largest purebred 
beef show in the world.5,495
continents and 11 countries were represented 
including Canada, Costa Rica, Australia, China, 
Poland and France.

5
raised during the record-breaking North American 
Sale of Champions, benefitting the youth exhibitors 
who pursue careers in livestock agriculture.

$103,500
generated in North American Championship Rodeo 
ticket sales, highest total in five years.$338,038
online streaming views stemming from 12  
countries including Egypt, Mexico, Brazil and  
Saint Kitts and Nevis.

57,406



Cowger and Commonwealth Parking Garage Repairs 
Assessed and repaired structural weaknesses with fiber-carbon epoxy mixture

Replacement of Horse Barns H, I, J & T destroyed in 2010 fire

New Venue Services Offices 
Complete architectural and mechanical renovation of existing office space to house 
16 employees

ESCO Project 2 
Review of existing energy usage and implement new efficient technology 

Automated Gate System
Implementation of new gate system at 19 entrance points for greater efficiency when 
entering the facility, expanded accountability and improved customer service efforts

Capital Projects
The Kentucky State Fair Board continues to improve the quality of life for all patrons. 
These projects help maintain the facilities to serve the needs of the community for 
many years. Capital projects are long-term investments including a major maintenance 
or rehabilitation project for existing facilities with a cost of $10,000 or more and an 
economic life of at least 10 years.
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 	 Fiscal Year	 Fiscal Year	 Fiscal Year
	 2008-2009	 2009-2010	 2010-2011

 Kentucky State Fair Board
 Revenues

 Direct Event Income	 38,788,000	 40,635,000	 40,562,000

 Rental Income from Long-term Lease	 2,442,000	 2,524,000	 1,634,000

 Other Operating Income	 2,067,000	 1,178,000	 2,920,000

 State Appropriation	 0	 181,000	 0

 Total	 43,297,000	 44,518,000	 45,116,000

 Expenditures

 Kentucky Exposition Center	 27,785,000	 29,477,000	 33,464,000

 Kentucky International Convention Center	 4,417,000	 4,835,000	 4,964,000

 General Administrative & Sales Expenses	 5,767,000	 6,356,000	 6,379,000

 Bond Interest Expense	 2,196,000	 2,121,000	 2,045,000

 Total	 40,165,000	 42,789,000	 46,852,000

 Net Income or (Loss)	 3,132,000	 1,729,000	 (1,736,000)

Source of data is the Kentucky State Fair Board’s internal accounting records through the end of its fiscal year on June 30, 2011. Operating results reflect revenues and expenditures before accounting deductions for 
amortization, depreciation and bond principal.

financial overlook
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 	 Fiscal Year	 Fiscal Year	 Fiscal Year
	 2008-2009	 2009-2010	 2010-2011

 Kentucky Exposition Center 
 Revenues

 Event Income	 33,199,000	 35,344,000	 35,570,000

 Other Income	 1,151,000	 874,000	 287,000

 State Appropriation	 0	 0	 0

 total	 34,350,000	 36,218,000	 35,857,000

 Expenditures

 Direct Event Costs	 16,209,000	 17,370,000	 19,952,000

 Administrative Costs	 2,322,000	 2,644,000	 3,270,000

 Maintenance Costs	 9,255,000	 9,463,000	 10,424,000

 total	 27,785,000	 29,477,000	 33,464,000

 Net Income or (Loss)	 6,565,000	 6,741,000	 2,393,000

 Kentucky International Convention Center
 Revenues

 Event Income	 3,069,000	 3,316,000	 2,735,000

 Parking Garage Income	 2,519,000	 2,272,000	 2,257,000

 Other Income	 104,000	 130,000	 98,000

 Total	 5,692,000	 5,718,000	 5,090,000

 Expenditures

 Direct Event Costs	 656,000	 631,000	 358,000

 Administrative Costs	 1,058,000	 1,122,000	 1,148,000

 Maintenance Costs	 2,702,000	 3,082,000	 3,458,000

 Total	 4,417,000	 4,835,000	 4,964,000

 Net Income or (Loss)	 1,275,000	 883,000	 126,000

 Louisville Arena Authority, INC. (Operating Statement) 

 	 Fiscal Year 2011*

 Revenues

 Direct Event Income	 8,497,000

 Other Operating Income	 534,000

 total	 9,031,000

 

 total expenditures	 8,320,000

 Net Income or (Loss)	 711,000

  *Fiscal Year is January 1-December 31, 2011. November and December are estimated.



221 Fourth Street • Louisville, KY 40202
1-800-701-5831 • www.kyconvention.org

937 Phillips Lane • Louisville, KY 40209
1-800-618-5151 • www.kyexpo.org

One Arena Plaza • Louisville, KY 40202
502-690-9000 • www.kfcyumcenter.com


